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Three Faiths

eligion may be defined as a
Rcombination of the relation-

ship between an individual
and a supreme being (or power)
and a code of social justice revealed
by the supreme being for commu-
nities and individuals to live
by. This supreme being is
usually termed God.

Three of the world’s
major religions,
judaism, Christian-
ity, and Islam, all
sprang from the
soil of the Middle
East. Judaism is ba-
sic to both Chris-
tianity and Islam.
God revealed His
code of social justice in
Judaism. Christians con-
sider their faith to be a sec-
ond revelation of this code of
social justice toward which both Ju-
daism and Christianity were striving.

In addition to their common
roots, the three religions share many
of the same beliefs and moral prin-
ciples: the belief in one God (Yzhveh
in Hebrew, Allah in Arabic), the
attainability of heaven, the impor-
tance of good works on earth and
of love for one’s neighbor.

Each of the three has special rev-
erence for sites of worship in Pales-
tine — in many cases these are the
same sites. Jerusalem is the prime
example; it is the most holy city for
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Jews and Christians and one of three
holy cities in Islam.
The followers of Judaism, Chris-

tianity, and Islam are likewise all
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ONE GOD

Three of the world’s major
religions, Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam,
all sprang from the soil
of the Middle East.

“People of the Book”, that is, the
revelations received from God and
written statements: the Old Testa-
ment or Torah, the Talmud, the
Bible, and the Koran. The books

share many of the same stories,
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especially those related to the
prophets of the Old Testament.
The original followers of the three
religious faiths were also all Semitic
peoples who spoke, wrote, and read
closely related languages. The Isra-
elites of Judaism used Hebrew;
the language of Christ was
Aramaic; the Koran of
Islam is written in Ara-
bic. All of these lan-
guages are of the
Semitic family and
are ultimately de-
rived from the same
root or source.
As each of the
three great religions
grew in separate ways,
so did divisions within
each, as represented by the
tree. The various sub-branches
represent important variations in
liturgy and doctrinal interpretation,
but all basically share the same
common principles.
continued on page 2
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Interfaith Cooperation, continued from page 1

Religion And Conflict
Throughout history, there have
been conflicts between peoples of
different religions. Sometimes
these conflicts have been because
of differences in religious beliefs;
at other times, these conflicts were
for other reasons.

In the Middle East, disagreements
among peoples

people of these religions, Jewish,
Christian and Moslem communities
follow their own codes of social jus-
tice with regard to many matters
normally handled by the govern-
ment in the U.S.

When the Ottoman Empire
gained power in the fifteenth cen-
tury, this special protection was

leaders collected taxes from their

communities, giving a portion to’”

the Empire’s rulers and keeping a
portion for the maintenance of
their communities. Decisions
made by the religious councils in
their sphere of jurisdiction were
expected to be obeyed by the rul-
ers of the Empire.

Today, each of

have frequently
been described by
classifying the
parties involved
according to their
religious affilia-
tion or by linking
their religious
identity to the
conflict. This can
be an unfair clas-
sification because
it can give the im-
pression that the
parties are in
disagreement over
religious beliefs
and/or that people

of one faith have

the three major
religions still has
the authority to
manage inter-
nally its own per-
sonal status laws,
i.e., In matters
of marriage, di-
vorce, family law,
and the like,
while the state
now manages
civil laws of taxa-
tion, criminal
justice, etc. In
this way, people
of the three faiths
have lived peace-
fully together

the same opinion
on the issues in-
volved. It is also a misleading clas-
sification because of the funda-
mental difference in attitude be-
tween the United States and the
Middle East.

Hoping to avoid religious persecu-
tion, the United States instituted the
concept of “separation of church and
state” which means that one’s religion
is personal and not part of one’s po-
litical relationship with the state.

However, in the Middle East, re-
ligion has both personal and politi-
cal connotations. In the Middle East
it was long ago thought that reli-
gious persecution could best be
avoided by the “protection of the
church by the state”. In order to in-
sure the continuation of all the reli-
gions and protect the rights of the

Jewish, Christian and
Moslem communities follow
their own codes of social
Justice with regard to many
matters normally handled by
the government in the U.S.

formalized in something called the
millet system. Leaders of the Jew-
ish, Christian, and Moslem com-
munities (or millets) were both the
political and religious representa-
tives of the people in their relation-
ship with the officials of the Ot-
toman Empire. In matters of taxa-
tion, for example, the religious
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within Middle
Eastern countries
and have done so for centuries. (For
example, currently 10 predomi-
nantly Moslem countries have Jew-
ish populations and nearly all have
Christian populations).

It is important to remember
that when one refers to a conflict
in the Middle East as being be-
tween Jews and Moslems, it is usu-
ally not a religious disagreement.
Instead, the religious groups are
being referred to in their political
sense. The conflict between Israe-
lis and Palestinians does not mean
that Palestinians are against Juda-
ism or that Israelis are against
Christianity and Islam. Israeli Jews
and Palestinian Christians and
Moslems disagree over political
rights of self-determination. &
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Annvual Fund Goal Surpassed!

hanks to the generosity of
our donors, ANERA sur-
passed its $1.2 million goal

for the 2002 Annual Fund (June 1,
2001 — May 31, 2002)!

Over $1.3 million in donations
raised through this year’s Annual
Fund enabled ANERA to continue
high quality projects in education,
health and job creation that
strengthened thousands of commu-
nities in Palestine, Lebanon and
Jordan. In partnership with local
grassroots organizations, these
projects are improving agricultural
systems for farmers, providing low
interest loans to small businesses,
upgrading domestic water supplies
and expanding health services. Your

gifts are improving academic train-
ing in key areas such as informa-
tion technology, and increasing op-
portunities in education, culture
and sports for youth, particularly,

ANERA delivers
constructive projects with
positive results in these
times of great difficulty

and need.

boys and girls who are destitute,
handicapped and orphaned.

In addition to building our long-
term projects, your donations this

Nicholas Thacher ® HRH the Princess ® Lucy G. Guilbeau © The

suffering Palestinians * Gifford Doxsee ® Julia Marie Porter ® Peace

between Israelis & Palestinians ® Dr. H.A. Yeni-Komshian ¢ Zarina
Agee * The Porter Family ® Charlotte Frost Byrd ® The Palestinian

people & Arafat ® Patriarch Sabba ¢ The bell ringer at the Church of
the Nativity ® Yvonne Moossey ® Eddy Zuaiter ® Mona Aboelnaga ®
Palestinian Children ® Humanity & fortitude of the Palestinians ®
Rose Kaplan Weiss 16" birthday * Suzanne Eileen Wankel ¢ AUB &

International College * Mrs. Raji Yamini ® Mrs. Alice Jarjoura ® I
Dulani & Wendy Woods ® Rashad & Tahani Nakib e Palestinian
Refugees ® The Obeidats ¢ Franklin Davis ® Lana Abu-Sahyun *
Robert Langner * Grandpa Aziz of Safad ® Hala Maksoud ¢ Fred
Farah ¢ Drs. Charlotte & David Brown ¢ Namek E Idrissi ® Mary
Lou Des Lauriers ® Crew of the Liberty * Ms. Lillian Elvera O’Grady
Jaeger ¢ Sophie Rainer ¢ Edgar Pauls Harsell ® Lorinda Voelkle °
Naomi Shahib Nye ¢ Lynette Gavlor ®* Helmi Maalouf ¢ George B.
Andrews ¢ Paul Findley ¢ Grace Halsell ® Suleiman Shahin e

Catherine N. Deverall

Our thanks to our contributors for their gifts honoring loved ones.

year enabled ANERA to carry out
a major emergency relief program
in Gaza and the West Bank, sup-
plying over $7 million in donated
medical supplies, and over half a
million dollars in food relief and
providing cash grants to health and
social service institutions serving
the growing numbers of destitute
Palestinian families.

ANERA extends its warmest
thanks to the thousands of indi-
viduals and numerous foundations,
corporations and civic institutions
whose generous donations help en-
sure ANERA’s ability to deliver
constructive projects with positive
results in these times of great diffi-

culty and need. %

Matiching
Gifis

any companies today
have a matching gift
program which equals

their employees’ contribution dol-
lar for dollar. The process is easy.
Most organizations simply ask you
to fill out and submit a form to
ANERA along with your donation.
Suddenly your donation doubles -
sometimes triples- support for Pal-
estinians, Lebanese and Jordanian
communities through education,
health and economic development.

If you have any questions con-
cerning matching gift programs,
please call Paula McNicholas, Direc-
tor of Donor Development, at (202)
347-2558. &



Inferns at ANERA

NERA’s important work this past year was made possible with help

from the following hardworking and dedicated interns: Erin Neill,

Lyndsay Thompson, Ariella Viehe, Luke Hall, and Maki Sato (in Jerusalem),
and volunteers Lois Houghton, David Fabrycky, and Laura Merzig, %

ANERA’s Peace Plan

Help people in need:

e have access to education, employment
and hedlth care.

* increase their abilities fo live a good life.

Help ANERA:
e reduce administrative costs.
 plan for future projects.

Help yourself:

e by giving automatically.

e by making the world a better place
for all of us.

Use the coupon below or visit our
website to start helping today!

Yes, | want to join ANERA’s Peace Plan
Here is my monthly gift of:

dg100 A$s50 g25 g0 O Other
I authorize the transfer of the amount above from my account each month. A record of

I may stop my contribution at any time by contacting ANERA at 1522 K St., NW Suite
202, Washington, DC 20005-1270, (202) 347-2558, or my bank.

Signature:

Date:

[ / have enclosed a check for my first monthly contribution, made payable to ANERA.

[ I want these donations to be charged to my credit card.

My account number is:

Exp. Date:

AMERICAN NEAR EAST REFUGEE AID
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AMERICAN NEAR EAST REFUGEE AID

FOUNDED 1968

The ANERA Newsletter is published quar-
terly by American Near East Refugee Aid
(ANERA), a non-profit agency established
in 1968 and dedicated to reducing poverty
and relieving suffering in the Middle East.

Material in this newsletter may be repro-
duced withour prior permission, provided
credit is given and a copy of the publica-
tion in which the item is used is sent to
ANERA. Subscriptions are free of charge.
Any inquiries should be sent to the Editor
at the address below.

ANERA Officers 2001-2002
Les Janka, Chair

Jean C. Newsom, Vice Chair

Peter Gubser, President

Philip Davies, Vice President

Nina Dodge, Vice President
Jane W, Schweiker, Treasurer

Gyl G. Bindah, Assistant Treasiurer

Tischi Yamamoto, Secretary of the Corporation

Editor: Philip Davies

ANERA dies exchange our mailing list with
similar humanitarian organizations. We
never rent or sell our list. If you wish not to
have your name exchanged, please let us
know in writing.
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