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Expensive Medicine 
Means Life for 
Palestinian Children 
By Basem Awad

When ANERA pharmacist and medical program 
manager Dr. Yousef Hasan and I arrived in the West Bank 
village of Ya’bad, we saw relief on the faces of Mohammed 
and Tohsi. We were delivering vials of Cerezyme, the only 
effective medication for Gaucher’s (pronounced “go-
shays), a rare disease affecting their two young children. 
ANERA’s Medical In-kind program distributes Cerezyme 
to clinics and hospitals treating twelve children with the 
disease in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Cerezyme is 
donated to ANERA by the Genzyme Foundation. 

Mohammed and Tohsi’s children, Tamer, age 5, and 
Lana, age 3, must take intravenous infusions of Cerezyme 
every two weeks, but their physician, Dr. Yusef Hamaashi, 
ran out of his supply. Mohammed and Tohsi were worried 
that Dr. Hasan and I were going to have trouble making 
it through the many checkpoints and bad roads of the 
West Bank. We were all relieved that, on this trip, we 

continued on page 2

BA
SE

M
 A

W
AD

 

Tamer, left, and Lana were diagnosed with Gaucher’s Disease at a very early age, effectively 
saving their lives.
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experienced few setbacks and made it to Ya’bad on time.
“Gaucher’s is a metabolic disease characterized by a 

deficiency in producing an enzyme needed to break down 
a compound called glucocerebroside, which accumulates and 
calcifies in the heart valves,” explained Dr. Hasan. If not 
treated, the disease is fatal.

“We discovered that Tamer had the disease when he 
was one and a half years old,” said Mohammed. “We 
are fortunate that he received the correct diagnosis. 
Otherwise, he would have died. We later discovered that 
our next child, Lana, also has the same condition. ” 

The annual cost of Cerezyme treatment is in the range 
of $100,000. Treatment must continue for the life of the 
patient. Annually treating 12 children in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip costs more than one million dollars.

“Before the second intifadah, I used to do construction 
work in Israel, but since it broke out, I have not been 
able to find regular work. This has been the case for most 
residents of the village. Even when I had work, though, 
it would have been impossible for me to cover the cost of 
this medication,” said Mohammed.

Thanks to the donation of Cerezyme from the 
Genzyme Foundation, Tamer and Lana are alive, well, 
and smiling.

Expensive medicine means life
continued from page 1 

Scholarship  
Program Profile: 
Nada from Dar El Tifl
Five year-old Nada is one of the youngest students 
in ANERA’s Scholarship Program. She attends 
kindergarten and lives in the boarding section at 
Dar El-Tifl, a school for girls in Jerusalem. Unlike 
many of the girls at Dar El-Tifl, Nada’s parents are 
living; however, they have no means to care for 
their five children.

When Nada first arrived at Dar El-Tifl, she 
showed signs of neglect. She was unkempt, 
withdrawn and sad. Now wearing her bright pink-
checked uniform and a smile that would melt any 
heart, Nada has a brighter future. She loves drawing 
and sports and her favorite food is macaroni. 

Nada is just one of over 200 Palestinian, 
Lebanese and Jordanian children, ages 5-18, 
who benefit from ANERA’s Scholarship Program. 
Because of Scholarship Program donors, these 
children are able to attend schools or live in 
orphanages that meet their special needs and give 
them that extra bit of help.

ANERA’s Scholarship Program helps cover the 
costs of tuition, books, school supplies, food and 
medical expenses for students in seven schools in 
the Middle East. For more information about how you 
can help a child in the Scholarship Program, contact 
Nancy Nye, Scholarship Program Coordinator, at 
202-842-2766, ext. 20 or nnye@anera.org.

PHOTO: GHADAH KALEEL

Mohammed, left, Tohsi, Lana, Tamer, and Dr. Hamaashi must meet every two weeks for the 
children’s treatments.
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ANERA Benefit Concert 
Tour Reaches Broad 
Audiences
When politics are pulled down by circumstances, the people of 
letters, of art, and of music, appear and light up the way, and 
provide us with hope in the future and in humanity.

– Edward Said

Performing for packed audiences in Washington DC, 
Philadelphia, and New York, the four member faculty 
Oriental Music Ensemble of the Edward Said National 
Conservatory of Music received standing ovations at every 
concert in a benefit tour organized by ANERA during mid 
February 2006. 

Introducing the Ensemble at their performances, Rima 
Tarazi, chair of the Conservatory’s Board of Directors, 
spoke about how music creates harmony in a dissonant 
world and of music education teaching students to be 
creative, while learning the discipline of a craft and how 
to cooperate with others. Suhail Khoury, Director of the 
Conservatory, referred to the critical role of music in 
sustaining hope during difficult times.

This premier US tour was made possible by 
contributions from individual ANERA donors, the Ford 
Foundation, and the Foundation for Middle East Peace. It 
was co-sponsored by the Center for Contemporary Arab 
Studies of Georgetown University, the Smithsonian Freer/
Sackler Galleries, Swarthmore College and Alwan for the 
Arts in New York. 

The Edward Said National Conservatory of Music 
has been an ANERA education partner since 1999 and 
is a major player in the cultural and educational scene 
in Palestine. Proceeds of the tour will go towards the 
Conservatory’s Palestine Youth Orchestra.

The annual enrollment of the Conservatory 
numbers about 550 students; additional students attend 
workshops in refugee camps in the West Bank. The 
Conservatory’s community concert series features local 
and internationally known musicians reaching annual 
West Bank audiences of thousands. ANERA is one of its 
major US supporters.

Send us your email address! ANERA’s 
e-newsletter ANERA Today introduces 
you to the people directly impacted 
by your support. If you would like 
to receive ANERA Today and other 
updates, please sign up online at www.
anera.org, or fill in your name and 
email address in the box below and 
mail it to us in the enclosed envelope. 

Your name: ________________________

___________________________________

Email: _____________________________

___________________________________

❑ home or  ❑ business

To make sure our email reaches you, 
please remember to add us to your 
contact list!

PLANNING AHEAD?
Please remember ANERA in your will as:

“American Near  
East Refugee Aid”
1522 K Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20005
Federal Tax ID # 52-0882226

For more information about ANERA’s 
Legacy Society or about a gift from 
your estate, contact Nina Dodge 
(ndodge@anera.org),
tel: (202) 842-2766.
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The three villages of Al-Nasariyah, 
Beit Hassan, and Aqrabaniyah are 
situated in a beautiful valley near 
Nablus. During the winter, the area’s 
rainfall collects in the valley, causing 
the streams to flood and making them 
difficult and dangerous to cross. With 
ANERA’s help, now the residents of 
the three villages each have their own 
bridge which allows them to cross the 
floodwaters easily and safely.

“The bridge has helped us in a 
hundred thousand ways,” said Abu 
Mithkaal, a local farmer, who friends 
address in the traditional way (Abu 
means “father of”; the second name 
is that of his eldest son) “We used 
to have to cross by foot. The water 
would get very deep and cold. We 
also had to worry about getting 
our livestock across safely. Cars and tractors 
couldn’t make it across or got stuck. It’s much 
better now.”

Abu Hafedth, a village council member 
who oversaw the building of the bridge in 
Al-Nasariyah, said “There have been many 
improvements in the lives of these villagers 
because of the building of the bridge. While 
most of the villagers live on the northern side 
of the stream, we have twenty-four families on 
the southern side. It was hard for them to cross 
when the stream was flooded. The children 
couldn’t get to school. The sick couldn’t get 
to the hospital. There’s also farming land that 
couldn’t be tended to. Some of the water that 
mixed into the stream is waste, and that was a 
health concern for people and animals having to 
cross by foot.” 

“The village council of Beit Hassan had 
already started the bridge but were not able 

to complete it due to financial difficulties” 
said Nasser Qaddous, ANERA’s agricultural 
specialist. “We read about the incomplete bridge 
in the newspaper and realized we could help. 
We came and met with village council members 
and agreed to complete it.”

“For years, this village has been hoping to 
have a bridge,” said Abu Mithkaal. “Neither 
the British, nor the Jordanians, nor the Israelis 
helped us. But finally, thanks to ANERA’s help, 
we finally have a bridge.” 

It was hard for them to cross when 

the stream was flooded. The children 

couldn’t get to school. The sick couldn’t 

get to the hospital. 

— Abu Mithkaal, a local farmer

Bridging Communities … Improving Lives
With donor support, ANERA continues to impact the daily lives of Palestinians in need

Standing upon the bridge, Abu Mithkaal discusses how it has impacted the lives of people 
in his community. 
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in honor of
Henry Selz
Elinor Jacobs
Frances Lucas Nimkoff
Jose Fernandez & Daniel Werl’e
Don & Dorothea Polairsdell
Helen & Dave Gillard
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Norberg
Dr. & Mrs. Hafez Sami
Ali Tavikh
Fatema Hatata
George & Siham Miller
Michael T. Collins, Sr.
Lydia Melina Agro
Lucho & Lucia
Robert & Lili
Maneesh & Shivani
William & Helen Pounds
Aurelie, Erna and Gloria
Nan George
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Werling
E.L. Hampton
Miss Lara Kachachi
Mr. Daniel Sohinki
Dr. Yousef Hamzeh
Mr. & Mrs. Simon Estfan
Steve and Julie McGue
Ellen McCarthy & Charlie Howell
James F. Sams
Marina Ashoush Warszawski
Dr. Letitia W. Ufford
Marie Sethian
Helen H. Yeni-Komshian
Livingston V. Taylor
Tom and Sally Mallison
Lt. Cmdr. William P. Hodnett
Mr. & Mrs. Bill and Diane Jones
Dr. & Mrs. Wadi I. Sawabini
James Albert
Ms. Hyad Hardin
Lana Abu-Sahyun
Alfred Lilienthal
Dale Glendening, Jr.
Fred Farah
Mrs. Paul H. Arnot
Ronald Dudum
Joe Bagale
Mary deLimur Weinmann
Musa Alami
Pope Benedict XVI
Mrs. Carolyn Peara
Mrs. John W. Pendleton

ANERA REMEMBERS… 

Jim Sams
Mr. James F. Sams, a founder and long-time board 
member of ANERA, passed away on December 21, 2005. 
He is survived by his wonderful wife of 48 years, Betty, son 
James, daughter-in-law Lisa, and grandchildren Claire and 
James of London, England, and daughters Alicia of New 
York, NY, and Victoria of Carlisle, PA.

Mr. Sams, a devoted family man, with his equally active 
spouse Betty, was a successful lawyer and businessman.

We at ANERA knew him as a great contributor to our 
mission: creating opportunity and hope in the Middle 
East. Along with equally devoted colleagues, and the 
strong partnership of his wife, Mr. Sams founded ANERA 
in 1967-1968. As ANERA began its operations, Mr. Sams 
served on the board, helping steer the young organization.

Mr. Sams also gave his time to building other institutions 
to help people’s welfare and contribute to intercultural 
understanding, especially with respect to the Middle East. 
Among these were: Grameen Foundation USA, Center for 
Contemporary Arab Studies of Georgetown University, 
Center for Global South Studies of American University, 
American Task Force for Lebanon, and the US Inter-
Religious Committee for Peace in the Middle East.

Mr. Sams’ honors and awards included the Order of the 
Cedar from the Lebanese government, the Distinguished 
Community Service Award from the Rene Moawad 
Foundation, the Arab American of the Year award from 
ACCESS, and the Alex Odeh Activist Award from 
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee.

Mr. Sams was truly a great person and servant of 
mankind. We join his family in mourning his passing.
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Expensive Medicine Means  
Life for Palestinian Children 

YES, I want to join ANERA’s Monthly Giving Program
Here is my monthly gift of: 

❍ $100        ❍ $50        ❍ $25        ❍ $10        ❍ Other _________________

I authorize the transfer of the amount above from my account each month. A 
record of each contribution will appear on my statement and serve as my receipt. I 
understand that I may stop my contribution at any time by contacting ANERA at 1522 
K St., NW Suite 600, Washington, DC 20005-1251, (202) 842-2766, or my bank.

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________________________

Date: ___________________________________________________________________

❍ I have enclosed a check for my first monthly contribution, made payable to ANERA.
❍ I want these donations to be charged to my credit card. (MC, Visa and AmEx only)

Account no.: ____________________________________Expiry: __________________

ANERA’s Monthly Giving Program
Help people in need:
✔ have access to education, employment and health care.
✔ increase their prospects for a better future.
Help ANERA:
✔ reduce administrative costs.
✔ plan for future projects.
Help yourself:
✔ by giving incrementally.
✔ by making the world a better place for all of us.

Use the coupon or visit our website to start helping today!
Because of the increased cost of processing these transactions, 

we ask that all monthly transactions total $5.00 or more. 




