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Background
Information about the ongoing war in Gaza and escalations in the West Bank is
summarized in Anera’s last Palestine Situation Report (January 2024).

Overview

The war in Gaza has continued with Israeli bombardments by land, sea, and air since
October 7. Ground fighting between the Israeli army and Palestinian armed forces also
continues.' One hundred thousand Palestinians in Gaza are either killed, wounded, or
missing, and attacks have caused unprecedented devastation and destruction to
residential buildings, public infrastructure, and the healthcare system.? The hostilities
have now reached Rafah City, where over a million internally displaced persons (IDPs)
fled for safety.

Around 75% of the population in Gaza is displaced on foot and faces shortages of
medical care, vaccines to prevent infectious diseases, chronic illness medications, and
other essential healthcare items. Acute food security is overwhelmingly high, and more
than half a million face starvation.3

The heightened aggression has killed 154 UN staff, at least 339 health workers, 46 civil
defense staff, and 122 journalists.* This makes humanitarian assistance delivery,
emergency services access, and reporting from the ground more challenging, as the
already vulnerable Gaza population faces unprecedented conflict, food insecurity,
displacement, and epidemics.

On January 26, 2024, the International Court of Justice ordered provisional measures
in South Africa’s case against Israel, which claims that Israel is violating the Genocide
Convention. The court’s binding orders require Israel to prevent genocide against
Palestinians in Gaza, enable the provision of essential services and humanitarian aid,
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and prevent and punish instigation to commit genocide.> Despite the ruling, the Israeli
army continues its military operations in Gaza uninterrupted.

Israeli authorities have ordered the Israel Defence Forces to destroy four claimed
Hamas battalions in Rafah and evacuate the city. Rafah is a southern border city that
Israel had previously unilaterally declared a safe zone. It is currently sheltering over 1.4
million IDPs from across Gaza who have fled the violence. The new Rafah offensive
leaves no place for the IDPs to shelter as they are prohibited from returning to northern
Gaza. On February 12, the IDF’s strikes killed at least 677 Palestinians, including women
and children.®

As of February 4, the Israeli army has killed at least 28,300 Palestinian civilians in Gaza,
around 70% of whom are women and children (over 7,750 and 12,250 respectively), and
injured 68,600 Palestinians, a considerable number of whom are children. The
relentless Israeli military operations buried approximately 8,000 Palestinians under
rubble, who remain missing.” Rescue teams are unable to reach those trapped under the
rubble due to incessant bombing, limited fuel and telecommunications, and lack of
access as a result of ground troop attacks on civilians and ambulance teams. Almost the
entire population of Gaza — 2.1 million Palestinians — are in need of humanitarian
assistance.®

As of January 21, the Israeli forces kill 250 Palestinians in Gaza every day, which is the
highest daily death rate of any twenty-first-century armed conflict.® As of February 12,
hostilities in the West Bank, including Jerusalem, killed 393 Palestinians and injured
4,450 others, including at least 637 children. Settler violence and access restrictions
displaced at least 198 Palestinian households, including 1,208 people (586 of whom are
children). Similarly, 19 houses have been demolished, displacing 95 Palestinians (42 of
whom are children), and military operations displaced additional 537 Palestinians,
including 238 children.*

From October through January, the war on Gaza forcibly displaced 951,490 women and
girls. It widowed over 3,000 women and made them the new heads of households. It

5 Gaza: World Court Orders Israel to Prevent Genomde, January 2024 | HRW

News, Israel| forces rescue 2 hostages in dramatlc Gaza raldthat k|IIed at Ieast 67 Palestlmans, February
2024 | AP News

7 Daily Report on the Effects of the Israeli Aggression in Palestine, February 2024 | Ministry of Health
8 r Alert: Th Im f the Crisis in Gaz ry 2024 1 UN Women

® Dally death rate in Gaza hlgher than any other ma or 21st Century confllct, January 11, 2024 Oxfam

Anera 1111 14th Street, #400 Washington, DC 20005 anera.org


https://site.moh.ps/Content/File/IdK21xQU5CrrF1cTo7TERlqD_jlrWppEvwXTNCifKaRu2sqKe.pdf
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/daily-death-rate-gaza-higher-any-other-major-21st-century-conflict-oxfam
https://arabstates.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/gender-alert-the-_gendered-impact-of-the-crisis-in-gaza.pdf
https://site.moh.ps/Content/File/IdK21xQU5CrrF1cTo7TERlqD_jlrWppEvwXTNCifKaRu2sqKe.pdf
https://news.sky.com/story/why-israels-imminent-rafah-offensive-has-prompted-international-condemnation-and-what-it-means-for-a-million-people-in-gaza-13070055
https://news.sky.com/story/why-israels-imminent-rafah-offensive-has-prompted-international-condemnation-and-what-it-means-for-a-million-people-in-gaza-13070055
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-news-02-12-2024-4ade5edf47711c6b0c13d1380980de2b
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-news-02-12-2024-4ade5edf47711c6b0c13d1380980de2b
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/01/26/gaza-world-court-orders-israel-prevent-genocide

turned more than 10,000 children into orphans. The hostilities in Gaza kill two mothers
every hour. With over 50,000 pregnant women in Gaza, 5,522 women will give birth in
the coming month." Around 20,000 pregnant women have given birth in inhumane
conditions, with an average of 183 births every day.”* The aggression has killed 12,882
women and children so far.'

Women survivors of gender-based violence have no safe spaces to resort to, and
women’s organizations received only 0.09% of funding through the United Nations flash
appeal.”* Healthcare workers also report a significant increase in miscarriages and
preterm births.”> As of February 2, UNICEF estimates that 1% of the displaced
population in the Gaza Strip (17,000) are unaccompanied or separated children.'® More
than 1,000 Palestinian children have lost one or more of their limbs. Israeli authorities
have unlawfully detained an unknown number of children."”

Some 155 UNRWA facilities across Gaza support 1.4 million internally displaced
persons, with 94 UNRWA shelters supporting one million IDPs in the south. The
aggression in Khan Younis and Deir Al Balah made Rafah governorate a hub for IDPs,
hosting more than one million in an exceptionally high-density environment. By the end
of December 2023, the Israeli aggression destroyed 65,000 housing units and damaged
290,000 housing units.'®

The hostilities killed at least 319 IDPs and injured 1,135 IDPs residing in UNRWA
shelters. One toilet serves an average of 700 people in shelters across Gaza, and more
than 15 people live in one tent.” Only 150 out of 325 known shelters have medical points
operating at minimal capacity.*

On February 7, the World Health Organization declared that 36% of Gaza’s hospitals
were working partially, and none of Gaza’s hospitals were fully functioning. Only four of
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UNRWA’s health centers are functioning.* As of February 1, the Israeli forces conducted
676 attacks against health facilities, causing 622 deaths and 837 injuries.>

On January 29, the authorities in Gaza stated that the occupancy rates of 19 inpatient
departments and intensive care units increased to 206% and 250%, respectively. Heavy
fighting in the south interrupted the hospitals’ ability to provide essential medical care.
In the north, limited medical supplies needed for food, water, and electricity and a
shortage of medical staff hindered the hospitals’ ability to offer medical services to
patients. There is an acute shortage of medical personnel, medicine, and supplies and an
inability to access blood banks.>3

The displacement, severely limited water supply, and overcrowding has caused an
alarming outbreak of contagious disease, including 223,010 acute respiratory infection
cases, 55,472 scabies and lice cases, 38,000 skin rash cases, 7,500 jaundice cases, and
5,330 chickenpox cases.>*

Throughout Gaza, 625,000 (100%) of students have no access to education, and 90% of
school buildings have been significantly damaged.*

In the West Bank, the Israeli army subjected Jenin governorate hospitals to an
unprecedented attack, obstructing the arrival of patients and wounded, attacking
ambulances, and impeding their movement.?® Israeli forces bombarded and destroyed
dozens of health centers, targeting and displacing patients.?”

The complete lack of power and fuel has continued in Gaza since October 11. Ongoing
communication blackouts hinder Palestinians from accessing life-saving information,
impede their ability to reach first responders, obstruct humanitarian response, and
interfere with reporting and documentation.>®

On January 27, nine countries temporarily suspended their UNRWA funding. The
critical humanitarian organization offers relief to over 2 million people in Gaza and
shelter for over 1 million. The decision came following Israeli accusations claiming that
a small group of UN staff members participated in the October 7 attack on Israel.
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UNRWA instantly dismissed the identified staff members and is investigating the
allegations independently.*

The bombardment in Gaza has killed 152 UNRWA staff and damaged 145 UNRWA
facilities. The suspension of funding will further deprive the vulnerable population of
medical assistance, food, water, education, and protection.3°

IPC Global Initiative anticipated that between December 8 and February 7, Gaza’s entire
population (nearly 2.3 million people) would suffer a crisis level of food insecurity. This
is a historic level of acute food insecurity. At least one in four households (over half a
million people) experience an extreme lack of food, starvation, and exhaustion of coping
capacities.?' A recent study by the Nutrition Cluster on 3,500 children between 6-59
months in six displacement sites and health facilities showed a remarkable surge in
acute malnutrition. Global acute malnutrition reached 9.6%, a twelve-fold increase
compared to 0.8% pre-conflict. In northern Gaza, acute malnutrition was estimated at
16.2%, surpassing the critical threshold of 15%. On January 5, UNICEF released a survey
result indicating that 90% of children under two years old consume two or fewer food
groups.>

In Gaza, people have access to two or three liters of water per day, less than the 7 liters
emergency minimum recommended by the World Health Organization. Local water
production from wells was at 10% of its capacity before the hostilities.?* Two of three
pipelines delivering water to Gaza from Israel are out of service. Northern governorates
in Gaza have no access to clean water. Fuel shortages affected 60 water wells and two
sewage systems.3*

Anera’s Response

As of February 11, Anera has provided 15,665,511 meals to IDPs in Gaza, including food
parcels, vegetable baskets, hot meals, and flatbread. Anera manages four Tekias
(community kitchens) in Rafah and the Middle Area. The Tekias have been providing
hot meals and freshly baked flatbread for IDPs. Anera also distributes fresh produce for
IDPs in Khan Younis, Rafah, and the middle area. These efforts aim to address food
insecurity in the Gaza Strip amidst the ongoing siege and famine.
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To protect IDPs from the cold winter weather, we provided 15,641 blankets for families
in shelters and tents. We also provided 30,518 hygiene kits to families, which included
kits specially designed for women in shelters and tents. We also distributed warm winter
clothes supplied by UNICEF to families in Rafah and 3,344 tarps for protection against
sun and rain. These tarps benefited informal shelters in Khan Younis and Rafah.

To address the IDPs' need for healthcare services. Anera has organized 20 free
healthcare days near shelters. Anera hired doctors and medical staff to provide
treatments, medical advice, and healthcare supplies. Anera also continues to distribute
needed medicines and medical supplies to partner hospitals and clinics. So far, Anera
has distributed 2,852,664 treatments of medicines and healthcare supplies.

In order to support IDPs and other affected individuals to cope with the ongoing trauma
they are experiencing, Anera has hosted 115 psychological support sessions. The
sessions targeted children at school shelters in Rafah and included guided
self-expression activities and play for children, such as interactive games, physical
sports and exercises, storytelling, and parachute games. Anera also provided
consultations for parents.

In total, Anera has delivered 255 truckloads of supplies, including food, water, cooking
equipment, and medicines to Gaza.
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